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The librarians at The Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School love reading. We talk to staff and students 

every day about the books we have read and enjoyed.  Reading every day for just 20 minutes will 

improve your grammar, your vocabulary, your spelling and your style of writing. 

This reading list is a starting point of fiction readily available in our school library, bookshops and 

local libraries.   

Reading for pleasure is so important; enjoy. 

Ms MacInnes and Mrs Keating 

Librarians 

  

Letters From the Lighthouse – Emma Carroll (Faber & Faber) 

February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old Olive 

Bradshaw and her little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. The only 

person with two spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper. But he's 

not used to company and he certainly doesn't want any evacuees.  

Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-girl, carrying secret messages (as 
she likes to think of the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has a secret of her own. 

Her older sister Sukie went missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to discover what happened to 
her. And then she finds a strange coded note which seems to link Sukie to Devon, and to something 
dark and impossibly dangerous 

 First Light – Rebecca Stead (Andersen Press) 

Peter can't wait to join his parents on an expedition to the ice caps of Greenland to 

study global warming. But while he's there, he begins to suspect there might be 

another reason for this trip other than scientific research. 

And in another world, there is Thea, who lives with her family under the ice, and is 

desperate to see what's above it. When Thea and Peter meet, two worlds will 

collide, and a host of secrets will be released. 

 

 The Breadwinner– Deborah Ellis (OUP Oxford) 

Afghanistan: Parvana's father is arrested and taken away by Taliban soldiers. 

Under Taliban law, women and girls are not allowed to leave the house on their 

own. Parvana, her mother, and sisters are prisoners in their own home. With no 

man to go out to buy food, they face starvation. So Parvana must pretend to be a 

boy to save her family. It is a dangerous plan, but their only chance. In fear, she 

goes out - and witnesses the horror of landmines, the brutality of the Taliban, and 

the desperation of a country trying to survive. 
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Once - Morris Gleitzman (Puffin) 

Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad. Once I saved a girl 

called Zelda from a burning house. Once I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. My 

name is Felix. This is my story. 

 

 

 

Blackout - Joe Craig (HarperCollins Children's Books) 

Jimmy Coates seems like an ordinary boy, but he's not. He's genetically 

engineered to grow into the perfect government assassin. Speed, strength and 

deadly instinct - it's all in the blood. He has to fight not to kill, while his 

government fights to kill him. Jimmy Coates can only trust one man to bring the 

country back from the brink of chaos. When that man disappears, Jimmy must 

battle the shadow of corruption. But the shadows are darker than they seem, and 

the darkness reaches further than Jimmy could ever imagine. 

 

 Lady Mary – Lucy Worsley (Bloomsbury Children's Books) 

This is the story of Henry the Eighth and Catherine of Aragon's divorce as you've 

never heard it before - from the eyes of their daughter, Princess Mary. More than 

anything Mary just wants her family to stay together; for her mother and her 

father - and for her - to all be in the same place at once. But when her father 

announces that his marriage to her mother was void and by turns that Mary 

doesn't really count as his child, she realises things will never be as she hoped. 

Things only get worse when her father marries again. Separated from her mother and forced to work 
as a servant for her new sister, Mary must dig deep to find the strength to stand up against those 
who wish to bring her down. Despite what anyone says, she will always be a princess. She has the 
blood of a princess and she is ready to fight for what is rightfully hers. 

 

 Beetle Boy – M G Leonard (Chicken House) 

Darkus is miserable. His dad has disappeared, and now he is living next door to 

the most disgusting neighbours ever. A giant beetle called Baxter comes to his 

rescue. But can the two solve the mystery of his dad's disappearance, especially 

when links emerge to cruel Lucretia Cutter and her penchant for beetle 

jewellery? A coffee-mug mountain, home to a million insects, could provide the 

answer - if Darkus and Baxter are brave enough to find it . 
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The Light Jar – Lisa Thompson (Scholastic) 

Nate and his mother are running away, hiding out in a tumbledown cottage in the 

middle of a forest. When Mum heads off for provisions, and then doesn't return, 

Nate is left alone and afraid, with the dark closing in all around him. But comfort 

can come from the most unexpected of places - a mysterious girl trying to solve 

the clues of a treasure hunt and the reappearance of an old friend from his past. 

Will Nate find the bravery needed to face the troubles of his present and 

ultimately illuminate the future? 

  

Wonder – R J Palacio (Corgi Children’s) 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice 

cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't 

make other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids 

aren't stared at wherever they go. 

 

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his 

parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. 

All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, 

underneath it all? 

 

 Boy 87 – Ele Fountain (Pushkin Children's Books) 

Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his best friend home 

from school. But one day, soldiers with guns come to his door - and he knows that 

he is no longer safe. 

 

Shif is forced to leave his mother and little sister, and embark on a dangerous 

journey; a journey through imprisonment and escape, new lands and strange 

voices, and a perilous crossing by land and sea. He will encounter cruelty and kindness; he will 

become separated from the people he loves. 

 

 Ring of Roses – Mary Hooper (Barrington Stoke Ltd) 

Abby is delighted to be appointed to the position of nursemaid in the well-to-do 

Beauchurch household. But it's the summer of 1665, and soon whispers are 

spreading through London that the Plague is returning. Can Abby keep herself and 

her small charge Grace safe, or will the disaster engulf them? 
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 The Bone Sparrow – Zana Fraillon (Orion Children's Books) 

Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's at least 19 fence 
diamonds high, the nice Jackets never stay long, and at night he dreams that the 
sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual treasures. And one day it 
brings him Jimmie. 

Carrying a notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow made out of 
bone around her neck - both talismans of her family's past and the mother she's 

lost - Jimmie strikes up an unlikely friendship with Subhi beyond the fence.  

As he reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family came to be, both children discover the importance 
of their own stories in writing their futures. 

 

 Pax – Sara Pennypacker (Harper Collins Childrens) 

Pax was only a kit when his family was killed and he was rescued by ‘his boy’, 

Peter. Now the country is at war and when his father enlists, Peter has no choice 

but to move in with his grandfather. Far worse than leaving home is the fact that 

he has to leave Pax behind. But before Peter spends even one night under his 

grandfather’s roof he sneaks out into the night, determined to find his beloved 

friend. 

 

 

The Way Back Home – Allan Stratton (Anderson Press) 

Zoe Bird is going nowhere fast. She’s angry and lonely, and her only true friend is 

her granny, whose Alzheimer’s is worsening. When her parents put Granny in a 

home, Zoe decides now is the time to break free. She smuggles Granny out and 

together they hit the tracks on a cross-country trip to find Zoe’s long-lost uncle. 

But there will be some home truths along the way. . . 
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