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The librarians at The Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School love reading. We talk to staff and students 

every day about the books we have read and enjoyed.  Reading every day for just 20 minutes will 

improve your grammar, your vocabulary, your spelling and your style of writing. 

This reading list is a starting point of fiction readily available in our school library, bookshops and local 

libraries.   

Reading for pleasure is so important; enjoy. 

Ms MacInnes  

Librarian 

  
Letters From the Lighthouse – Emma Carroll (Faber & Faber) 

February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old Olive 

Bradshaw and her little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. The only 

person with two spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the local lighthouse keeper. But he's not 

used to company and he certainly doesn't want any evacuees.  

Desperate to be helpful, Olive becomes his post-girl, carrying secret messages (as 
she likes to think of the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has a secret of her own. Her 
older sister Sukie went missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to discover what 

happened to her. And then she finds a strange coded note which seems to link Sukie to Devon, and to 
something dark and impossibly dangerous 

 First Light – Rebecca Stead (Andersen Press) 

Peter can't wait to join his parents on an expedition to the ice caps of Greenland to 

study global warming. But while he's there, he begins to suspect there might be 

another reason for this trip other than scientific research. 

And in another world, there is Thea, who lives with her family under the ice, and is 

desperate to see what's above it. When Thea and Peter meet, two worlds will 

collide, and a host of secrets will be released. 

 

 The Breadwinner– Deborah Ellis (OUP Oxford) 

Afghanistan: Parvana's father is arrested and taken away by Taliban soldiers. Under 

Taliban law, women and girls are not allowed to leave the house on their own. 

Parvana, her mother, and sisters are prisoners in their own home. With no man to go 

out to buy food, they face starvation. So Parvana must pretend to be a boy to save 

her family. It is a dangerous plan, but their only chance. In fear, she goes out - and 

witnesses the horror of landmines, the brutality of the Taliban, and the desperation of 

a country trying to survive. 
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Once - Morris Gleitzman (Puffin) 

Once I escaped from an orphanage to find Mum and Dad. Once I saved a girl called 

Zelda from a burning house. Once I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. My name 

is Felix. This is my story. 

 

 

 

A Good Day For Climbing Trees by Jaco Jacobs (One World Publishing) 

Sometimes, in the blink of an eye, you do something that changes your life 

forever. Like climbing a tree with a girl you don't know. 

Marnus is tired of feeling invisible, living in the shadow of his two brothers. 

His older brother is good at breaking swimming records and girls' hearts. His 

younger brother is already a crafty entrepreneur who has tricked him in to 

doing the dishes all summer. But when a girl called Leila turns up on their doorstep one 

morning with a petition, it's the start of an unexpected adventure.  

 

Lady Mary – Lucy Worsley (Bloomsbury Children's Books) 

This is the story of Henry the Eighth and Catherine of Aragon's divorce as you've 

never heard it before - from the eyes of their daughter, Princess Mary. More than 

anything Mary just wants her family to stay together; for her mother and her father - 

and for her - to all be in the same place at once. But when her father announces 

that his marriage to her mother was void and by turns that Mary doesn't really count 

as his child, she realises things will never be as she hoped. 

Things only get worse when her father marries again. Separated from her mother 
and forced to work as a servant for her new sister, Mary must dig deep to find the strength to stand up 
against those who wish to bring her down. Despite what anyone says, she will always be a princess. 
She has the blood of a princess and she is ready to fight for what is rightfully hers. 

 

The Light Jar – Lisa Thompson (Scholastic) 

Nate and his mother are running away, hiding out in a tumbledown cottage in the 

middle of a forest. When Mum heads off for provisions, and then doesn't return, 

Nate is left alone and afraid, with the dark closing in all around him. But comfort 

can come from the most unexpected of places - a mysterious girl trying to solve 

the clues of a treasure hunt and the reappearance of an old friend from his past. 

Will Nate find the bravery needed to face the troubles of his present and ultimately 

illuminate the future? 
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 Boy 87 – Ele Fountain (Pushkin Children's Books) 

Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his best friend 

home from school. But one day, soldiers with guns come to his door - and he 

knows that he is no longer safe. 

 

Shif is forced to leave his mother and little sister, and embark on a dangerous 

journey; a journey through imprisonment and escape, new lands and strange 

voices, and a perilous crossing by land and sea. He will encounter cruelty and 

kindness; he will become separated from the people he loves. 

 

The Way Back Home – Allan Stratton (Anderson Press) 

Zoe Bird is going nowhere fast. She’s angry and lonely, and her only true friend is 

her granny, whose Alzheimer’s is worsening. When her parents put Granny in a 

home, Zoe decides now is the time to break free. She smuggles Granny out and 

together they hit the tracks on a cross-country trip to find Zoe’s long-lost uncle. 

But there will be some home truths along the way. . . 

 

 

Oh My Gods by Alexandra Sheppard (Scholastic) 

Life as a half-mortal teenager should be epic. But, for Helen Thomas, it's 

tragic. She's just moved in with her dorky dad and self -absorbed older 

siblings - who happen to be the ancient Greek gods, living incognito in 

London! Between keeping her family's true identities secret, trying to 

impress her new friends, and meeting an actually cute boy, Helen's stress 

levels are higher than Mount Olympus. She needs to rein in her chaotic 

family before they blow their cover AND her chances at a half -normal 

social life. Or is Helen fated for an embarrassment of mythical proportions?  

 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (Anderson Press) 

With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . . The court is SIZZLING. My sweat 

is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering' 12-year-

old Josh and his twin Jordan have basketball in their blood. They're kings 

of the court, star players for their school team. Their father used to be a 

champion player and they each want nothing more than to follow in his 

footsteps. Both on and off the court, there is conflict and hardship which 

will test Josh's bond with his brother. In this heartfelt novel in verse, the 

boys find that life doesn't come with a play-book and it's not all about 

winning. 
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