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The librarians at The Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School love reading. We talk to staff and students 

every day about the books we have read and enjoyed.  Reading every day for just 20 minutes will 

improve your grammar, your vocabulary, your spelling and your style of writing. 

This reading list is a starting point of fiction readily available in our school library, bookshops and 

local libraries.   

Reading for pleasure is so important; enjoy. 

Ms MacInnes  

Librarian 

 

@WisemanLibrary  

 

  

Ghost – Jason Reynolds (Knights Of) 

Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. 

But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons -until he meets Coach, an ex-
Olympic Medallist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. 

If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in 
the city. 

Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him? 

 Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities 
that are explosive when they clash. 

But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school running team-a team that could qualify 
them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. 

They all have a lot to lose and a lot to prove. Not only to each other, but to themselves. 

 

 

 A Pinch of Magic – Michelle Harrison (Simon and Schuster) 

Three sisters trapped by an ancient curse. 
 
Three magical objects with the power to change their fate. 
 
Will they be enough to break the curse? 
 
Or will they lead the sisters even deeper into danger? ... 
 



The Company of Eight – Harriet Whitehorn (Stripes Publishing) 

Cass has always wanted to audition as an acrobat for the famous Circus Boat that 
sails the warm seas of the Longest World. 

But when her chance is snatched away, she comes up with a new plan. 

Soon she has secured a job on the Palace Boat, following the circus around the 
islands. 

Yet Cass has been invited on the boat for a very different reason - and it's not long 
before she is embroiled with thieves, sword fighters and a mysterious group of women called The 
Company of Eight...  

 

 

 

The Middler – Kirsy Applebaum (Nosy Crow) 

"I was special. I was a hero. I lost the best friend I ever had. "Eleven-year-old 
Maggie lives in Fennis Wick, enclosed and protected from the outside world by a 
boundary, beyond which the Quiet War rages and the dirty, dangerous wanderers 
roam. 

Her brother Jed is an eldest, revered and special. A hero. Her younger brother is 
Trig - everyone loves Trig. But Maggie's just a middler; invisible and left behind. 

Then, one hot September day, she meets Una, a hungry wanderer girl in need of 
help, and everything Maggie has ever known gets turned on its head. Narrated expertly and often 
hilariously by Maggie, we experience the trials and frustrations of being the forgotten middle child, 
the child with no voice, even in her own family. 

 

 

 Lady Mary – Lucy Worsley (Bloomsbury Children's Books) 

This is the story of Henry the Eighth and Catherine of Aragon's divorce as you've 

never heard it before - from the eyes of their daughter, Princess Mary. More than 

anything Mary just wants her family to stay together; for her mother and her father 

- and for her - to all be in the same place at once. But when her father announces 

that his marriage to her mother was void and by turns that Mary doesn't really 

count as his child, she realises things will never be as she hoped. 

Things only get worse when her father marries again. Separated from her mother and forced to work 
as a servant for her new sister, Mary must dig deep to find the strength to stand up against those who 
wish to bring her down. Despite what anyone says, she will always be a princess. She has the blood of 
a princess and she is ready to fight for what is rightfully hers. 
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 The Mystery of the Colour Thief – Ewa Jozefkowicz (Zephyr) 

Darkus is miserable. His dad has disappeared, and now he is living next door to the 

most disgusting neighbours ever. A giant beetle called Baxter comes to his rescue. 

But can the two solve the mystery of his dad's disappearance, especially when links 

emerge to cruel Lucretia Cutter and her penchant for beetle jewellery? A coffee-

mug mountain, home to a million insects, could provide the answer - if Darkus and 

Baxter are brave enough to find it. 

 

 

The Light Jar – Lisa Thompson (Scholastic) 

Nate and his mother are running away, hiding out in a tumbledown cottage in the 

middle of a forest. When Mum heads off for provisions, and then doesn't return, 

Nate is left alone and afraid, with the dark closing in all around him. But comfort 

can come from the most unexpected of places - a mysterious girl trying to solve 

the clues of a treasure hunt and the reappearance of an old friend from his past. 

Will Nate find the bravery needed to face the troubles of his present and ultimately 

illuminate the future? 

 

  

The Boy Who Lived With Dragons – Andy Shepherd (Piccadilly Press) 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary things - eating ice 

cream, playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make 

other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. Ordinary kids aren't 

stared at wherever they go. 

 

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his 

parents his whole life. Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's dreading it. 

All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, 

underneath it all? 

 

 

 Boy 87 – Ele Fountain (Pushkin Children's Books) 

Shif is just an ordinary boy who likes chess, maths and racing his best friend home 
from school. But one day, soldiers with guns come to his door - and he knows that 
he is no longer safe. 
 
Shif is forced to leave his mother and little sister, and embark on a dangerous 
journey; a journey through imprisonment and escape, new lands and strange 
voices, and a perilous crossing by land and sea. He will encounter cruelty and 

kindness; he will become separated from the people he loves. 
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In At The Deep End – Michelle Magorian (Barrington Stoke) 

Abby is delighted to be appointed to the position of nursemaid in the well-to-do 

Beauchurch household. But it's the summer of 1665, and soon whispers are 

spreading through London that the Plague is returning. Can Abby keep herself 

and her small charge Grace safe, or will the disaster engulf them? 

 

 

 

 

 The Bone Sparrow – Zana Fraillon (Orion Children's Books) 

Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's at least 19 fence 
diamonds high, the nice Jackets never stay long, and at night he dreams that the 
sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual treasures. And one day it 
brings him Jimmie. 

Carrying a notebook that she's unable to read and wearing a sparrow made out 
of bone around her neck - both talismans of her family's past and the mother 
she's lost - Jimmie strikes up an unlikely friendship with Subhi beyond the fence.  

As he reads aloud the tale of how Jimmie's family came to be, both children discover the importance 
of their own stories in writing their futures. 

 

 

Brightstorm – Vashti Hardy (Scholastic) 

Twins Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word in Lontown that their 
famous explorer father has died in a failed attempt to reach the southernmost 
point in the world. 

Not only that, but he has been accused of stealing fuel before he died! 

The twins don't believe the news, and they answer an ad to join a new attempt 
to reach South Polaris. 

It's their only hope of learning the truth ... and salvaging their family's reputation. As the winged ship 
Aurora sets sail, the twins must keep their wits about them and prove themselves worthy of the rest 
of the crew. 

But will Arthur and Maudie find the answers they seek? 
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