
GCSE English Literature 
 

Paper 1 

Shakespeare:  

Macbeth 

 

19th Century Novel:  

A Christmas Carol 

 

Section A: Shakespeare 

● 1 essay question 

30+4 marks 

 

 

Section B: 19th-century novel 

● 1 essay question 

30 marks 

 

 

 

ASSESSED BY EXAM   

- Extracts given 

 

1 hour 45 minutes- 64 marks 

40% of overall Literature GCSE 

 

 

  
 

Paper 2 

Modern Text: 

An Inspector Calls 

 

Poetry: 

Poetry Anthology 

Unseen 

 

Section A: Modern Prose or 

Drama 

● 1 essay question (30+4 

marks) 

 

Section B: Love and 

Relationships 

 Poetry Comparison 

●  1 essay question 

comparing two of the 15 

poems they have studied 

(30 marks) 

 

Section C: Unseen Poetry and 

Comparing Unseen Poetry 

● 2 essay questions first one 

longer than the second 

(24 marks; 8 marks) 

 

ASSESSED BY EXAM   

2 hours 15 minutes- 96 marks 

60% of overall Literature GCSE 

 

       
 



 

AO1 

(Read, understand and respond to texts) 

• maintain a critical style and develop an 

informed personal response 

• use textual references, including 

quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations  

 

AO2 

• Analyse the language, form and structure 

used by a writer to create meanings and 

effects, using relevant subject terminology 

where appropriate  

 

AO3 

• Show understanding of the relationships 

between texts and the contexts in which 

they were written.  

 

AO4 

• Use a range of vocabulary and sentence 

structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 

with accurate spelling and punctuation  

 

 
 

 
 


