Week beginning 9t March (Monday)
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Wheneverything seems:te beqgoing;against
you; rememberdihe’ aereplane takes off
againststhe wina-hot witht itwit

HenryFornd-d



Aswe carry on through our Lentenjourney this weekwe will continueto
look at the little thingsthat other people do, that may inspire us to be
more thoughtful, generousand kind to those around us not just in our
schoolcommunity but in our wider communities,both here and abroad
andin our homes

Luke 6:38 Think about the gifts that you have received that
give, and it hall be given fo you | "hayve meant a lot to you. Were they the ones that

Good meagure, pregsed down, and

shaken fogether, and running over, | 'Were most expensive?0r were they the ones that
estus s 1 il bo meacred | WWETE MOStthoughtful?

back fo you When we take time to give part of ourselvesto
others,we canreceiveso muchmore backin return.
We might learn something new, make a friend or
deepen an existing relationship Or we might just
come away knowing we did a good act that
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Ourrelationshipwith Godisthe same Aswe getto know Godmore deeply,we become
more opento receivingthe gracesGodlongsto giveto us.

Lent is the ideal moment to commit to spendinga little bit more time with God In
reflectionand prayer Who knowswhat changeghat mightinspirein us?

By giving God more time and spacein our lives, we can be inspired in turn to be
different. Tofollow / K NJexamlkaf compassiorfor all people,and to reachout in
loveto our globalfamily:

Let us ask God to inspire in us the Spirit of generosity as we say together

God of love,
may | be compassionate as you are compassionate,
and generous as you are generous.
Through me, may others know of your love.
Amen.
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Anyone whowants tobbe; greatramongoyoumust beyouriservant; and
anyone whowants: tobbeifirst amongoyow must beyournstave
Matt 20:26-27

Sooften we are drawn into believingthat if we were only better than the
next person, we would be satisfied We strive for the next step up the
ladder,the newesttrainers,the better clothing,the latestphoneetc.

And yet, once we get there, we look for somethingmore. We are still
dissatisfied

Jesudtells his disciplesthat if they want to be great and powerful, they
need to be humble Theyneed to serve others. This goes againstthe
norm.



Perhapswe alsoneedto go againstthe norm. Ratherthan trying to getthe

newestand the best stuff, we canstep out of the race,and maketime and

spacefor peopleinstead

Tofocuson buildinggoodrelationshipswith our neighbourswith God,with

ourselvesandwith creationisthe wayto true happinessand fulfilment.

In turn we maythen find it easierto serveothers, rather than beingslaves
to our own desires In this way, we canhelp othersreachtheir full potential

andbuild a happyanddignifiedlife.

God of joy,
help me to see that true happiness comes from you.
Fill me with your love and lead me to serve others in whatever way | can.
Amen.
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There wassarichrman/ whosused to«dressin purple’ and fine linenfand feast
magnificently every-day/Andathiscgate, theredayrapoorman/calleehkazarus,
coveredwithssoresywholongead to/fill himself with therseraps that fellfrom the
Nk OK’s tdble.y Q& (I 0f S

Luke 1611721

As this piece of scripture continueswe hear how both Lazarusand the rich man
die. Lazarugoins Abrahambut the rich man is condemnedto torment. Therich
man ignoresthe sufferingof Lazarusn hislifetime but callsout for hiscompassion
when the tablesare turned after death. Abrahamtells the rich manthat it is too
late.

The presentday economy is one that devougserything. Peoplare taught to
consume, consume, consume. Companies continue to take what they want, and
many people have not thought abofiiture generations.

There are communities who already have lost everything: tneest;s, homes.



t
t

‘hetime for usto actis now. PopeFrancistells us that we must not ignore
ne sufferingof creation,for "our earth, burdenedand laid waste,is among

ne mostabandonedand maltreatedof our poor'. We and our governments

must act decisivelyto addressthe current climate emergencyWe canlearn

f

rom some of the poorest communities of our world, who have deep

wisdom to share about how we can better care for the earth and live
sustainablyWe must not be like the rich manwho left it too late to change

God of life,
help us not to put off until tomorrow what we should be doing today:.
May we listen to the wisdom of our sisters and brothers who live in
harmony with creation and learn from them how to alter our lifestyles,
for the sake of everyone and for the sake of our common home.
Amen.
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ThelLordis compassiorand love.
Psalm 102:8

In the responsefor (0 2 Y 2 NNl @@ are remindedthat GodR2 S & y
just act compassionatelandlovingly,but Godis compassiorand love.
Thisisintense,inescapableThereis no distancebetweenGodandlove. God

R 2 S &hgv€xdistriveto feel love for us, or to showcompassiorfor us. That
isthe stateof D 2 Ro@ig No oneis beyondthe reachof D 2 HdVeé

God createdus out of this love and for love. We are calledto love Godand
one anotherin our turn.




Dr GuyByavulwas working in the Democratic Republic of _
Congo on the frontline of the latest Ebola outbreak that h
claimed more than 2,200 lives. He is risking his own life ag
part of an emergency response team fram C hGh@en

network. i
His faith motivates Dr Guy in his wdtRsa doctor and a Christian, my

mission Is to alleviate the suffering of God's people. It is extremely hard to S
families suffering and | am fearful for myself and for my family. But | will nev
abandon my missioh €
This Lent let us reach out to our sisters and brothers around the world. Let |
seek to be compassion and love.
Lord, you are compassion and love.
Work through us so that we may bring your love to those we meet, and to
those we might not meet but whose lives and stories still touch our own.
Amen.
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A Samaritanwoman camestodravw waternandslesusssaid e her,
WDADSdrinkSP | RN VY ]
John 4:7

¢ KA & { dzy RlesuSsits altBednvelnd strikes up a conversation
with a Samaritan woman who has come to draw water. The exchange
qguickly deepens to challenge her whole way of life

The power of the spoken word is huge. It as the ability to build someone
dzLJ 2 NJ Odzii U KSY R2gyXodd 2SS KIS OF
them down.



In this Year of the Word W (i &&I who & LJS | durae@counter and

exchangewith the Word of Godcanchangeour outlook and inspireusto

considerliving in a whole new way, as happenedfor the Samaritan
womanwhen sheconversedwith Jesus

Aswe finishthis weekof reflectionslet usaskGodto inspirein uswords
of knowledge , Wordsof wisdom,words of encouragemenand words of

love.
Let us Pray

Word made Flesh, speak to us as we read the scriptures.
Teach us to listen to the people we encounter so that we can
understand their reality and work together to build a fairer world.
Amen.



