
Week beginning 9th March (Monday)

Inspire us O Lord
When everything seems to be going against 

you, remember the aeroplane takes off 

against the wind not with it.

Henry Ford



Aswe carryon through our Lentenjourney this weekwe will continue to
look at the little things that other people do, that may inspire us to be
more thoughtful, generousand kind to those around us not just in our
schoolcommunity but in our wider communities,both here and abroad
andin our homes.

Think about the gifts that you have received that
have meant a lot to you. Were they the ones that
were most expensive?Or were they the ones that
weremost thoughtful?
When we take time to give part of ourselvesto
others,we canreceivesomuchmore backin return.
We might learn something new, make a friend or
deepen an existing relationship. Or we might just
come away knowing we did a good act that
brightenedǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎday.



Ourrelationshipwith Godis the same. Aswe get to knowGodmoredeeply,we become
moreopento receivingthe gracesGodlongsto giveto us.
Lent is the ideal moment to commit to spendinga little bit more time with God in
reflectionandprayer. Whoknowswhat changesthat might inspirein us?
By giving God more time and spacein our lives, we can be inspired in turn to be
different. To follow /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎexampleof compassionfor all people,and to reachout in
loveto our globalfamily.

Let us ask God to inspire in us the Spirit of generosity as we say together;

God of love, 
may I be compassionate as you are compassionate, 

and generous as you are generous. 
Through me, may others know of your love. 

Amen.



Week beginning 9th March (Tuesday)

Inspire us O Lord
When everything seems to be going against 

you, remember the aeroplane takes off 

against the wind not with it.

Henry Ford



Anyone who wants to be great among you must be your servant, and 
anyone who wants to be first among you must be your slave.

Matt 20:26-27

Sooften we are drawn into believingthat if we were only better than the
next person,we would be satisfied. We strive for the next step up the
ladder,the newesttrainers,the better clothing,the latestphoneetc.
And yet, once we get there, we look for somethingmore. We are still
dissatisfied.
Jesustells his disciplesthat if they want to be great and powerful, they
need to be humble. They need to serve others. This goes against the
norm.



Perhapswe alsoneedto go againstthe norm. Ratherthan trying to get the
newestand the best stuff, we canstepout of the race,and maketime and
spacefor peopleinstead.
Tofocuson buildinggoodrelationshipswith our neighbours,with God,with
ourselvesandwith creationis the wayto true happinessandfulfilment.
In turn we may then find it easierto serveothers,rather than beingslaves
to our own desires. In this way,we canhelpothersreachtheir full potential
andbuild a happyanddignifiedlife.

God of joy, 
help me to see that true happiness comes from you. 

Fill me with your love and lead me to serve others in whatever way I can. 
Amen.



Week beginning 9th March (Wednesday)

Inspire us O Lord
When everything seems to be going against 

you, remember the aeroplane takes off 

against the wind not with it.

Henry Ford



There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast 
magnificently every day. And at his gate, there lay a poor man called Lazarus, 
covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the 
ǊƛŎƘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ.
Luke 16:19-21

As this pieceof scripturecontinueswe hear how both Lazarusand the rich man
die. Lazarusjoins Abrahambut the rich man is condemnedto torment. Therich
manignoresthe sufferingof Lazarusin his lifetime but callsout for hiscompassion
when the tablesare turned after death. Abrahamtells the rich man that it is too
late.

The present-day economy is one that devours everything. People are taught to 
consume, consume, consume. Companies continue to take what they want, and 
many people have not thought about future generations.
There are communities who already have lost everything: trees, rivers, homes.



Thetime for us to act is now. PopeFrancistells us that we must not ignore
the sufferingof creation,for "our earth, burdenedand laid waste,is among
the mostabandonedandmaltreatedof our poor". Weandour governments
must act decisivelyto addressthe current climateemergency. We canlearn
from some of the poorest communities of our world, who have deep
wisdom to share about how we can better care for the earth and live
sustainably. Wemustnot be like the rich manwho left it too late to change.

God of life, 
help us not to put off until tomorrow what we should be doing today. 
May we listen to the wisdom of our sisters and brothers who live in 

harmony with creation and learn from them how to alter our lifestyles, 
for the sake of everyone and for the sake of our common home. 

Amen.



Week beginning 9th March (Thursday)

Inspire us O Lord
When everything seems to be going against 

you, remember the aeroplane takes off 

against the wind not with it.

Henry Ford



TheLordis compassionand love.
Psalm 102:8

In the responsefor ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎpsalm,we are reminded that GodŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ
just actcompassionatelyandlovingly,but Godis compassionandlove.
Thisis intense,inescapable. Thereis no distancebetweenGodandlove. God
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘhaveto strive to feel love for us,or to showcompassionfor us. That
is the stateof DƻŘΩǎbeing. Nooneisbeyondthe reachof DƻŘΩǎlove.
Godcreatedus out of this love and for love. We are calledto love Godand
oneanotherin our turn.



Dr Guy Byavulwais working in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo on the frontline of the latest Ebola outbreak that has 
claimed more than 2,200 lives. He is risking his own life as 
part of an emergency response team from /!Ch5Ωǎ Church 
network.
His faith motivates Dr Guy in his workΥ άAs a doctor and a Christian, my 
mission is to alleviate the suffering of God's people. It is extremely hard to see 
families suffering and I am fearful for myself and for my family. But I will never 
abandon my missionΦέ
This Lent let us reach out to our sisters and brothers around the world. Let us 
seek to be compassion and love.

Lord, you are compassion and love. 
Work through us so that we may bring your love to those we meet, and to 
those we might not meet but whose lives and stories still touch our own. 

Amen.



Week beginning 9th March (Friday)

Inspire us O Lord
When everything seems to be going against 

you, remember the aeroplane takes off 

against the wind not with it.

Henry Ford



A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, 
ΨDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪΩΦ

John 4:7

¢Ƙƛǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ, Jesus sits at the well and strikes up a conversation 
with a Samaritan woman who has come to draw water. The exchange 
quickly deepens to challenge her whole way of life.
The power of the spoken word is huge. It as the ability to build someone 
ǳǇ ƻǊ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƻǿƴΧΦΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǳǇ ƻǊ Ŏǳǘ 
them down.



In this Year of the Word ΨǘƘŜGod who ǎǇŜŀƪǎΩΣour encounter and
exchangewith the Wordof Godcanchangeour outlookandinspireusto
consider living in a whole new way, as happenedfor the Samaritan
womanwhensheconversedwith Jesus.

Aswe finish this weekof reflectionslet usaskGodto inspirein uswords
of knowledge,Wordsof wisdom,wordsof encouragementandwordsof
love.

Let us Pray

Word made Flesh, speak to us as we read the scriptures. 
Teach us to listen to the people we encounter so that we can 

understand their reality and work together to build a fairer world. 
Amen.


